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HE canvas of HIV/AIDS lends

itself to great stories. Only, you

have to stop treating it as just a

health story. HIV/AIDS deals with
life and death, and conflict and controver-
sy. It encompasses a host of social, eco-
nomic, political and developmental sto-
ries. Mix in sexuality, science, psychology,
misconceptions, trends, law, industry and
policy, and a heady palette of possibilities
emerges. This chapter presents suggestions
on how to generate great story ideas.

Story Topic ldeas

MNew trends in the HIV/AIDS
epidemic
(] What population groups are
being hit the hardest, why and who
is doing what to respond

[MMapping the epidemic

[MMHow it is moving from one com-
munity to another. For example,
how the epidemic is moving along
truck routes or between migrant
workers and their homes

[MMHow it is being transmitted
[MMHow it could be stopped
[MMTrends in other countries

Social attitudes and
cultural norms
[ Attitudes to sex and sexuality
[0 Attitudes as reflected in govern-
mental policy
[ Fears of various kinds
[ Trends

Missues of confidentiality
and disclosure

[MTraditional gender roles and
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relationships and HIV/AIDS
[MHow being a wife puts a woman
at risk for HIV/AIDS
M How gender affects care for
women
Il How empowering women can
prevent HIV/AIDS

MHIV/AIDS, human rights and

justice

[0 Rights of PLHA and the legal pro-
tections for them

MM How PLHA are treated and how
they should be treated

[ International conventions/plans
of action related to human rights,
reproductive health, gender equali-
ty, children’s rights, etc., and the sta-
tus of their implementation

MAdolescents or young adults and
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their risk for HIV/AIDS

[MThe impact of HIV/AIDS on
schools and universities
[ The impact on teachers and
students
[ The role of teachers in overcom-
ing the epidemic, and examples of
what is being done

[The impact of HIV/AIDS on
family structures and relationships

mHIV/AIDS and children
[MMaternal transmission of HIV and
its prevention
[MIAIDS orphans — the extent of the
problem and the impact on older
generations
[ The changing roles of older gen-
erations in the face of HIV/AIDS
(Il Strategies to care for AIDS
orphans and others affected by
HIV/AIDS

[The impact of HIV/AIDS on
different sectors of the economy
[MFor example, its impact on differ-
ent businesses, industries, agricul-
ture or in particular areas
[MMWhat this impact means for eco-
nomic and social development

mSex work
[MWhat health services and govern-
ments are doing — or could do — to
make sex work safer for workers,
clients and their families
[ Programmes for sex workers and
their clients — what works and what
doesn’t; examples of empowered
sex workers and leaders in the work-
ers’ communities
[ Economic conditions and gender
disparities that fuel the sex industry

SOMETIMES I have a terrible feeling that

I am dying not from the virus, but from

being untouchable.

— AMANDA HEGGS
British PLHA
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[MViable economic alternatives to sex
work (e.g. microcredit programmes)

[The response of religious leaders
and communities to HIV/AIDS

[MThe healthcare system in India
[MIDelivery of free antiretroviral drugs
[MMTesting
[ Counselling
[MMCare
[T Attitudes towards patients within
the healthcare system

[MTreatment and care of people
with HIV/AIDS
[MUAIDS therapies/medicines,
including their availability
MM Government policy
[ Costs, challenges surrounding
AIDS therapies

[MDrug resistance and its
implications

[MResearch into HIV/AIDS
vaccines; vaccine trials
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[MMisconceptions about HIV/AIDS
or fraudulent claims of cures

[The pharmaceutical industry

MMovies and the media

[MPolicy issues

[ International action plans and

M Processes and patents concerns HIV/AIDS

MM Costs of drugs [ Governmental policies, includ- MEDIA MANUAL
[MIResearch ing those of donor nations and India 2007
[MIFinancial provisions for their effect

research [MConsultations on future initiatives

[ The export of ARV drugs

[ How policies are developed,

lau'spoomaloe’p

From the Stop AIDS Photo Petition 2005

MLegal issues whose voice is heard and who
[IRights remains unheard
[MPatents
M Discrimination MThe role of institutions
[ Are governments and institu-
[IStatistics and their tions implementing their plans?
correspondence with reality [ Are they implementing their
[MMethods of collecting plans on schedule?
nationwide figures and statistics [ Are they achieving their objec-
MM Conflicting and inconsistent tives? What evidence is there?
figures or findings [MWho benefits from the plan?

[IIProjections
[The flow of money

MHuman interest [ Are the funds getting to the peo-
[MMThe lives of people ple they are supposed to benefit?
connected with HIV/AIDS by [ Are the funds being used
profession, relationship or health effectively?

[ Experiences of those to whom [ Are the funds being used
the audience can relate efficiently?
[ The stories of achievers [ Are funds lying unused? °
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